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OTEPKA GETS
LETTER WITH
U5, CHARGES

C

Disclosure - Of ‘Secrét
information, To Sen-
ate Reported

i

Stale Deparfment  sald today a
letter of charges, af a nature that
could lead to his: discharge in 30
days, has been'-given g Otto F.
Otepka, chief of the division of
evaluations m-fhe  departmeit’s
Office of Security. :
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‘{ “Desk Searchcd”

«“Mr. Otepka's burn-baskel was’
kansacked, his desk searched and
he himself subjected to extensive
fnvestigation. Thus foday’s of-
¥onse seems to be collahoration
ot with Communists but with
Hutiful security officers who are
frying lo keep their appointed
founds in  traditional  fash-
ion, ... :
Morris now is president of the:

a Dallas-based organization. Hey
said the charges against Otepka|
«reflect the direction in which
our uation is moving today in the,

~|Defendcrs cof Amevican Liberty,!

" Jface. .1 of . growing Soviet:
. {pover. . . . For being reasonably!

th this-sacred arm

p on charges that could lead to,
1is dismissal from service” ;
Asked about this report, the
State Department spokesman said.
that &t is~a standing practice of
governnient agencies not lo re-
veal any _administrative charges.

) . p=—lcooperative wi .
Washington, Sept. 26 (A’A-@lijjf Copgress. he (Oiepka) is now,

Qwhich “may have been brought

against au eniployee.

A State Department spokes-
jman said the 48-year-old-.security
investigatorr was given ten days,
ending October 3, in Whigh to an-
swer the charges.
.. Heard Repori,
Richard 1. Phillips, State De-

to specify the charges. But in
Dallas, “Rohert Moriis, = former|
chief -counsel, of. thé *Senate In-
ternal . Secupity “f'subcommittee,
spid he had heard a report thal
Otepka was accused 'of disclos
ing setret: information to the Sen;

partment press officer, refuscdffy

" Olepka, a native of Tinois,:
and a Navy veteran during World!
War 1T has served as chief of the;
securily . evaluations  office for|
personnel for len years. The job
pays $16,000 a year. :

Earlier this year, Otepka and
ther Stale Department security

officers appeared hefore the Sen-
ale subcommittce on Internal Se-
curity in connection with an
investigation ihe subcommittee

Wieland, a cgreer diplomal.
Wieland was'a State Depart-
ment desk dfficer on Ctban af-

ate.

Motris said the essence of th
charges is that Otepka *cellabor
ated” with the pregent chiel
counsel of the subcogimitiee, J
G. Sourwine. _
Morris called the charges
travesty of justice.” Co
“If Mr. Otepka collaborated
with Sourwine, he collaboraled
with the United Stateés Senate it
self,” Morris ‘said, “This should
not be considered a crime.”
Morris  said - the <chavge
brought against Otepka *includ
giving ‘confidential’ and ‘for of
ficial use only’ fnformation io th
chief counsel. Both of these elass
ifications are relatively low and
lin fact were inserted on the in
formation .by Mr.  Otepks
{himsell. . .. :
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fairs at the time of Fidel Castro's
rise to power. : ‘ L
| .In those days, the generally
aeld view in thé deparfment was
that Castro was not a Commu-
nist. ) ) !
Special Projects

Phillips said Otepka remalns
chief of the division of evaluation
in the Office of Security. butl since
June 27 he has heen detailed to
two special projects. These are
updating of the Office of Security
handbook and preparation of
guidelines for the security evalua-
tion of personnel. = .

State Departmeht officials sajd
that there is no question of a con-
flict existing betwecn the State
Department and  congressional
committees i festimony given in
response to comrmittee questions.

There were indications, how-
ever, .that .the department con-
sidered the volunicering of un-

held on the case of William A.|

lease unless hé chooses to make

congressfondl investigators to be)
a breach of the right of excculive
privilege that amounts to insub-
ordination. )

The right of executive privilege
has been affirmed by the Supreme
Court, the President and the ex-
ecutive brancli of - Governmeut.

Under this a Federal agency canj

withhold certain infprmation from
the Congress if if fecls that the
disclosure of such information
would hamper the executjve from
carrying out his duties, o

In refusing to make puflic the

charges against Otepka, the State|
Department said  this is consid-f
ered a personal ‘action between|

an employer and an employée.

The employee has a right nof to}

be tried in public by press re-

public “the charges against him
himself, the department said, "

It was emphasized that 6" one
in the State Deparfment had dis-
closed the charges against Ofeffka.

Otepka can appeal any decision
for his ouster to the Stalé De-!
partment’s deputy director of per-!
sonnel, Harvey R. Wellman. As
a veteran, he can also appealdi-
vectly 1o the Civil Service Com-

Gyfhorized  information . to

mission, '
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